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THAD STUDENTS SUCCEED
AT WEEK-LONG FESTIVAL
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Since 1919

Men’s basketball wins close weekend games
ADAM KIRK
sports reporter
akirk13@winona.edu

T

he Winona State University men’s basketball
team ended their three-game losing streak
and started a new path with consecutive wins
this weekend against Minot State University
Beavers and the University of Mary Marauders in
Winona.
The trend this season, especially when at home,
has been getting out to a hot start and then letting
the other team back into the game. This weekend
they found ways to close teams out.
With one minute remaining and the score
tied at 66 against Minot State, sophomore guard
Connor Flack gave Winona State the lead with
a basket. He then had a steal on the other end,
leading to another layup to put Winona State
ahead by four points.
Minot State connected on a 3-pointer to
make it a one-point game. Senior guard Riley
Bambenek split a pair of free throws and Minot
State followed with a score to tie the game at 71.
Winona State had a last-second effort, but senior
guard Isaiah Gray’s layup was blocked out of
bounds, leading to overtime.
In overtime the Warriors took the lead and
held on, despite missing six free throws and a late
push from the Beavers including two 3-pointers
to walk away with the 84-82 win.
Continued on page 10, see Basketball.
Winona State men’s basketball head coach Todd Eisner
talks to the team in a timeout during Friday’s home
game against Minot State. The Warriors pulled ahead
to win 84-82.
PHOTO BY BRIANNA MURPHY
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Civil Rights activist discusses film inaccuracies

Winona State University Inclusion and Diversity Director Alex Hines (left) meets with Civil Rights activist and speaker Joanne Bland
after her presentation. Bland spoke at Winona State on Monday, Jan. 23 about the myths and realities of films and movies in Hollywood.

T

here have been plenty of films about the
Civil Rights Movement—such as “Selma”
and “Hidden Figures”—which have garnered
interest and praise over the past decade. But films
do not always accurately depict these events,
according former activist Joanne Bland.
Winona State University’s Inclusion and
Diversity Office hosted Bland’s lecture,
“Hollywood’s Myths and Realities of the Civil
Rights Movement,” in Kryzsko Commons last
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NIKKO AIRES
photographer
naires12@winona.edu

Monday, Jan. 23 in order to address the depiction attempted march from Selma to Montgomery,
of the Civil Rights movement in modern films.
Ala. on March 7, 1965. The march was in protest
“Movies about the Civil Rights movement
against the restrictive voting laws that prevented
usually cause controversy whenever they come
many African Americans from voting.
out, but I think that’s a good thing because it
“When we walked up the [Edmund Pettus]
causes you to think about where our nation’s
Bridge and... I saw this line of policemen all the
been and how far we’ve come,” Bland said.
way across all four lanes, I knew we were not
Bland, who was born and raised in Selma,
going to Montgomery,” Bland said.
Ala., took part in key events during the civil
Continued on page 3, see Civil Rights.
rights movement including Bloody Sunday, the
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Civil Rights, continued from page 2.

Bland said this scene in the movie “Selma” was
“so realistic that [she] couldn’t watch it.” Though
there were other historically factual scenes, Bland
expressed displeasure with the movie’s overall
accuracy.
“Being from Selma and growing up [during]
the Civil Rights movement... you rewrite my
history, I try to correct it,” Bland said. “Why
would you rewrite my history? I think it’s
interesting enough.”
Writers will often alter historical information
in order to make films more captivating, Bland
added.
“They have to keep your interest for 90 to 120
minutes,” Bland said. “The only problem is people
see it and they think it’s the truth.”
Some of the inaccuracies Bland found in
“Selma” centered around their portrayal of lead
female characters, such as Civil Rights activists
Diane Nash and Amelia Boynton.
“In the movie, they were like mumbling idiots.
You almost had to replay what they were saying
to understand it,” Bland said. “Neither one of
those women were like that. They were leaders
and [the film] missed an excellent opportunity to
show future generations how strong women are.”
Alexander Hines, director of Inclusion
and Diversity at Winona State, believes that
documentaries do a better job of depicting these
events, but many schools are not adequately
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teaching students about the civil rights
movements.
According to the Southern Poverty Law Center,
the average state curriculum in the U.S. teaches
19 percent of the recommended content about
civil rights.

“Don’t tell me what you
saw in the move; tell me
what you’ve researched. If
you had said documentary,
I might’ve given you [the]
time.”
-Joanne Bland, Civil Rights activist
“When I’m talking to students, they only know
the basics,” Hines said. “So they learn about Rev.
Martin Luther King Jr. and Rosa Parks, [but] Dr.
King was just a figurehead of the movement. We
don’t always give the true history.”
Bland said documentaries are generally more
factual and urges individuals not to believe

everything depicted in films.
“There’s a difference between a documentary
and a movie,” Bland said. “Don’t tell me what you
saw in a movie; tell me what you’ve researched. If
you had said documentary, I might’ve given you
[the] time.”
Bland said learning accurate information
about the Civil Rights movement is necessary for
students and adults in order to understand the
origin of prejudice in the U.S.
“When this history is written right, we have a
clear understanding of people. And I truly believe
racism is 99.9 percent fear,” Bland said. “Once we
get to know each other, that fear is erased.”
Despite the hesitance and discomfort that
individuals may feel, Hines and Bland said
education and conversation are essential to
eliminating racism in the U.S.
“If people were more aware and more educated
from an inclusive curriculum, maybe we would
have more critical thinking around the things
that happened in America instead of repeating
history’s mistakes,” Hines said.
“I truly believe that movements for social
change are like jigsaw puzzles,” Bland agreed.
“Everybody has a piece. And if your piece is
missing, is the picture complete?”
BY OLIVIA VOLKMAN-JOHNSON
news reporter
ovolkmanjohns15@winona.edu
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SECURITY
			INCIDENTS
8:30 p.m.: Three
separate thefts were
reported from a
Haake Hall laundry
room.

Jan. 17

Jan. 29

2:08 a.m.: An intoxicated
male was found in
Prentiss Hall. The matter
was referred to the
director of housing.

Security reminders...

• Contact Security at 507-457-5555 to report any
incidents or suspicious activity.
• Contact Security for a safe ride home within four
blocks of campus.
Meet the news staff...
Olivia Volkman-Johnson

Academic & administrative reporter
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Cheney Mason

Crime & Security reporter

Nathaniel Nelson
Technology reporter

Colin Kohrs
Local reporter

Sara Tiradossi

Health & Wellness/Student Senate reporter

NEWS
Security locks buildings
at night for student safety

I

n efforts to continually keep the Winona State
University campus safe, Winona State’s security locks
doors in certain buildings after 8 p.m.
Director of Security, Chris Cichosz said this rule has
been in place for a while.
“Security has always been locking up for the most part
unless we had other requests,” Cichosz said. “We’ve been
locking the doors between 8 and 9 anyway.”
Students still have the ability to access buildings with
their student identification cards.
Cichosz said many students have practices or labs
in buildings on campus late at night, and even though
doors are locked, they will not be blocked access to the
buildings.
“We figured since we have the technology with the ID
card, we could still continue to lock all doors,” Cichosz
said.
Cichosz said Security is hoping to increase this
measure to more buildings possibly next semester, but
the change is not yet official.
There are buildings that will remain unlocked even
after 8 p.m. including the Darrell Krueger Library,
Kryzsko Commons, the Integrated Wellness Complex,
Memorial Hall and Wabasha Hall. These buildings
maintain their own operating hours.
Cichosz said locking the doors at this time is more of
a precaution for students and faculty of Winona State.
This allows access to the buildings for studying but also
creates a safer campus at night.
“More of just trying to make it safer and more secure,”
Cichosz said. “For everybody working to keep safe late at
night.”
Continued on page 6, see Safety.

Want to report on
campus news, events
and sports?
Interested reporters can contact
Allison Mueller at
AMueller12@winona.edu.
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THIS WEEK IN WINONA
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Feb. 1

Feb. 2

Feb. 3

Feb. 4

The Digital Age in Bangladesh:
Leapfrogging Culture and Ethics?
Time: 7 p.m.
Place: Stark Hall Auditorium, room 103
Contact: David Speetzen, dspeetzen@winona.edu
Runner Up Comedy Troupe
Time: 8 p.m.
Place: Lourdes Hall
Dining Room
Contact: Sarah Pongratz, spongratz13@winona.edu
Admitted Student Day Club Fair
Time: 2 to 3 p.m.
Location: Kryzsko Commons
East Hall
Contact: Sue Eckerson, seckerson@winona.edu
Music Education Workshop
Time: 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Place: Performing Arts Center
Room 159
Contact: Marybeth Lenhardt, mlenhardt@winona.edu
Happy World Nutella Day!
Enjoy the spread on your favorite fruit or bread.
Or by the spoonful. We won’t judge.

Feb. 5

Feb. 6

Feb. 7

McKnight Ceramics Exhibit
Time: 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Location: Watkins Hall
Watkins Gallery
Contact: Roger Boulay, rboulay@winona.edu
Common Book Project: “The Art of Magic and Misdirection”
with The Magic of Isaiah
Time: 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Place: Haake Hall, Conference Room
Contact: Elizabeth Zold, ezold@winona.edu
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Winonan way back Wednesday

Civil Rights activist Joanne Bland visits Winona State University in 2011

O

n Monday, Jan. 23, 2017 Winona State
University’s Inclusion and Diversity Office
hosted Civil Rights activist Joanne Bland to
discuss the myths and realities of films and
documentaries in the era she grew up in.
But this was not Bland’s first visit to the
Winona State campus.
In 2011, Winona State hosted Bland to discuss

her experiences on “Bloody Sunday,” in a
commemoration of Martin Luther King Jr.
In the article below from the Wednesday, Jan.
26 edition of The Winonan, Chelsea Filipovich
details Bland’s life as an activist, the speaker’s
opinions of the future of African American
activism and some of the highlights from Bland’s
2011 presentation.

Turn to page two in this week’s edition of The
Winonan to learn more about Bland’s opinion
on Hollywood’s depiction of the Civil Rights era
in movies and documentaries. Bland discussed
this during her Monday, Jan. 23 presentation at
Winona State.

Safety, continued from page 5.
Campus safety at night has been a hot topic
at Winona State. Winona State’s Student Senate
recently announced it would be working more
with security to ensure more precautions and safe
treks home for late-night campus dwellers.
Students like sophomore nursing student
Emilia Ness said she was happy to know the
doors will be locked at night.

“You never know, I guess anything can happen,”
“It’s just nice to know because being a nursing
Ness said. “It’s just nice to know when I’m
student I have a lot to do,” Ness said. “It would
studying in the SLC or something that the door
probably be good to have it in all buildings.”
won’t just be open for anybody because there
aren’t many people in there in the first place.”
Since her major requires a lot of time studying,
BY CHENEY MASON
Ness said she is thankful to have the extra precnews reporter
aution to be able to focus more on her studies.
cmason14@winona.edu
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Foundation scholarships assist students
$1.2 million available for applicants, nearly $50,000 unclaimed

W

ith student loans recently dispersed, many
students feel the biannual terror of remembering one day they will have to pay them
off. With the various costs of college rising, it is
slowly becoming harder for students to pay off
their student loan debts, making scholarships the
godsend some students are in need of.
The Winona State University Foundation receives donations from a variety of alumni, parents, businesses and others who are trying to help
lighten the burden of school costs. In this past
year alone, 1,945 students have logged in to the
Winona State Foundation system, and began the
process for applying for various scholarships.
Jennifer Jonsgaard, Winona State’s scholarship
coordinator, helps run the behind-the-scenes
action that takes place for the Winona State
Foundation.
“A majority of the students are eligible for more
than one scholarship through the Foundation,”
Jonsgaard said. “The longer they’re here, the more
eligible they are for different scholarships.”
This year through the Winona State Foundation, there are currently $1.2 million worth of
scholarships available, which has grown consid-

erably from the foundation’s 50-year roots.
“The foundation started with only one or two
scholarships, and has now grown to over 600
scholarships offering 900 awards, making this
our largest area of growth,” Jonsgaard said. “The
donors are very understanding that the costs of
going to college have risen, and that it’s more
and more difficult for students to stay in school
because of the debt.”
Though the donors do give their monetary gift
to the foundation, it is not the only thing they
give to the students.
“[The donors] also create a relationship with
the students, and may become not only a mentor
to them, but also a networking opportunity as
well,” Jonsgaard said.
As far as the applicants for certain scholarships,
the number of qualified applicants varies from
scholarship to scholarship. Some scholarships
are more specific and may only have three to five
applicants, whereas others may have 50 to 75.
Though many scholarships are awarded to the
most qualified students, each year thousands of
dollars worth of scholarships are not given out.
“Last year, around $48,000 worth of scholar-

ships were not given out,” Jonsgaard said. “That
was 62 scholarships with zero qualified applicants.”

“For a majority, if
it weren’t for these
scholarships they receive,
[some students] would not
be able to attend school.”
-Jennifer Jonsgaard, scholarship coordinator
Jonsgaard stated she is not sure why this is;
whether students do not know there are this
many opportunities available, or if it might have
something to do with a change in the system for
applying for scholarships.
Continued on page 12, see Scholarships.
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THAD thrives at festival invitational

S

eventeen students from Winona State University’s department of theatre & dance (THAD)
returned home Saturday, Jan. 28, after a successful trip to this year’s week-long Kennedy Center
American College Theatre Festival (KCACTF) in
Des Moines, Iowa.
Certificates of Merit were awarded to Casey
Howe, a graduating senior, for lighting design
and Jackson Ramsland, sophomore, for original
music in their contributions to the play “As You
Like It” that THAD performed last spring.
Senior Abby Schmidt was also awarded for costume design and faculty member Jim Williams
for sound design for their contributions to the
play “The Nether,” performed last fall.
Junior Sam Scherrer won the Best Acting
Partner award. The Winona Warrior Wombats,
consisting of seniors Gavin Johnson and Howe,
junior Lance Urbick, and sophomore Andy Glischinski won first place in the stage crew competition, winning the coveted “Golden Wrench,”
according to professor Jim Williams, who attended the festival with the students.
Junior Kayla Williams-Schwarze auditioned
and was selected to perform in a musical theatre
intensive to a sold-out audience by the professional music theatre organization “Open Jar.”
Seniors Kayla Nelson, Adam Calcagno and
Gavin Johnson, and junior Ella Dierberger
received call-backs from professional theatres
based on their auditions.
Bekah Bailey, senior, won the National Stage
Manager award and an all-expenses paid weeklong trip to participate in the Kennedy Center
American Stage Festival in April, in Washington,
D.C., according to Williams.
Senior Cody Anderson, Irene Ryan acting
nominee, and his partner Scherrer were one out
of 16 to advance to the Irene Ryan finals out of
320 plus competitors.
“We just went out and had fun; we put on a
good show, and gave the crowd a lot of laughs. I
couldn’t have asked for anything more,” Anderson said.
On Monday, the first Irene Ryan nominees
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Winona State theatre professors Jim Williams and Heather Williams-Williams with students Sam
Scherrer and Bekah Bailey as they hold their awards. Bailey won the National Stage Manager
award and Scherrer won the Best Acting Partner award during the Irene Ryan final round at Hoyt
Theatre in Des Moines, Iowa on Friday during the KCACTF closing ceremony.

performed their first scene and monologue. Over
320 nominees were dwindled down to 66 who
moved on to the semi-final round, 16 moved on
to the final round. Anderson and Scherrer were
the only two out of the 10 students who were participating who moved on to the semi-finals.
“This final round of the competition was held
at the historic Hoyt Sherman Place, with nearly
1,000 in attendance. We didn’t place in the top
4, however we got a lot of great feedback and the
crowd absolutely loved it,” Anderson said.
Anderson did not think they would advance to
the final round, but he was ecstatic that they did.
He has competed the last three years as a nominee in the Irene Ryan competition, and once as
a partner in 2011. He advanced to the semi-final
round in 2011, 2016 and 2017.
“It was the greatest experience I have had in my
four years attending ACTF,” Anderson said. “It
was a huge honor and is, without a doubt, some-

TAYLOR NYMAN
photo editor
tnyman12@winona.edu

thing I will never forget.”
Winona State was one of eight schools that
were invited to perform, according to Anderson.
Over break, Anderson and Scherrer memorized their scenes. They met almost every day for
the first two weeks of classes, while being assisted
by professors Jim Williams and Heather Williams-Williams. Williams received a Certificate
of Merit for sound design for his contributions to
the play “The Nether.”
“As in year’s past, the time and effort that the
Williams’ put in to preparing the Irene Ryans for
their competition is above and beyond the ‘call of
duty’ for most professors,” Anderson said. “Their
level of commitment is unparalleled and their aid
in preparing us for the competition was integral
in us advancing to the second round.”
Continued on page 12, see THAD.
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Professor pulishes astrophysics article

D

iscovering the forces at play beyond Earth,
is, quite literally, an astronomical challenge.
Winona State University’s assistant physics professor, Carl Ferkinhoff, has recently been recognized for a contribution to that challenge.
His work has been published by the Astrophysical Journal, in an article he co-wrote with
Cody Lamarche, a graduate student at Cornell
University, titled “CO-Dark Star Formation and
Black Hole Activity in 3C 368 at z=1.311: Coeval
Growth of Stellar and Supermassive Black Hole
Masses.”
The galaxy being featured in the study is named
3C 368.
“We’re looking at galaxies in the early universe,”
Ferkinhoff said. “The universe is about 14 billion
years old, and this galaxy, 3C 368, was around
about 7 billion years ago.”
The purpose of the research was to grasp the
interaction between the active galactic nuclei of a
galaxy and the stars that form within it.
The Active Galactic Nuclei (AGN) is the bright
center region of a galaxy that consists of massive
black holes that act as gravity wells for everything
around them. Much of what gets sucked into the
black hole is lost to the intense pressure within,
but some particles find themselves riding outward. On the wave of energy emitted from the
center of the black hole, particles are shot into
space with jets emitting energy in the form of
light and whatever other elements are caught in
the reaction. Measuring such activity as it takes

place light years away, takes creative forms of
investigation.
The method of measuring the age of the galaxy used by this astronomer includes the use of
an Infrared Spectrograph, or IRS for short. The
process is similar to a prism breaking light into a
rainbow. Incoming infrared light is broken into a
spectrum, and each unique element is analyzed
according to its chemical footprint.
This device, which is on board the Spitzer Space
Telescope, a telescope that was launched into
space in 2003, provides data that makes it possible to estimate the approximate age of the starburst within the galaxy. It was found that the age
of the starburst coincided with the latest episode
of AGN activity.
“What we’re seeing is a powerful black hole in
the center of vigorous star formation,” Lamarche
said. “There may be a correlation between black
hole activity and star formation. It’s certainly
been an interesting study, and we look forward to
a follow up article.”
The unexpected discovery made about galaxy
3C 368 was the lack of carbon monoxide, which
comes with a new set of theories on its own.
“We detect absolutely no carbon monoxide,
which is kind of shocking,” Ferkinhoff said.
One possibility is that all the carbon monoxide
has been destroyed, which could happen if the
AGN emitted a lot of radiation. Another possibility is the jets shooting out of the AGN into the
gas outside the galaxy could also stir the cosmos,

creating small, dispersed clouds of hydrogen and
other elements scattered throughout the galaxy.
Only future research will answer the questions
posed by this data, as levels will continue to be
monitored by collaborative efforts.

BY KILAT FITZGERALD
features reporter
kfitzgerald13@winona.edu
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Basketball, continued from page 1.
Head coach Todd Eisner said, “We made plays
when we needed to make plays. We needed a win
badly. I’m really not too worried about what the
stat sheet says. We just needed a win.”
He also commented on the missed free throws,
mentioning fatigue to be a factor.
“We had seniors at the line and we want seniors
at the line, and they’ve got to step up and make
free throws,” Eisner said. “Obviously, that’s a big
part of the game.”
However, Eisner said he was still happy with
the amount of free throws they shot.
“The scary part is in our last two wins, here and
at Duluth, we went to the line more than 20 times
and won those games,” Eisner said. “I’ve been

asking guys to be tougher and stronger inside,
finishing plays, and we did a better job of that
tonight.”
Senior forward Kyle Bauman had a team-high
of 17 points while sophomore forward Tommy
Gathje and Bambenek added 16 and 14 points.
Bambenek said, “I’ve been struggling a little bit
lately but felt like I got in a bit of a rhythm and
got going. When you make some shots early, it
just flows and you feel confident throughout the
game.”
Despite the high-scoring affair, Eisner said
Winona State’s defense played well at times.
“We had our moments when we were really
good. Our goal is to hold opponents under 40
percent which we’ve really struggled with this
year but Minot made some tough shots,” Eisner

said.
Saturday night the Warriors were back in a
familiar situation, as they were late in the second
half looking to hold on to the lead.
With just over a minute left in the game,
Bambenek nailed one of his four 3-point attempts
to put the Warriors up by five. The Marauders
were unable to answer, and free throws from
senior guard Josh Mongan and Gray helped the
Warriors finish their much needed weekend
sweep.
Eisner said, “We’ve been really struggling to
finish some games. We finished the games this
weekend and figured out a way to move on.”
The Warrior offense had a balanced attack with
four starters scoring 16 points or more. Gray
finished with 19 points and six rebounds while

Senior guard Isaiah Gray extends for a layup against the Minot State Beavers during Friday night’s victory in the McCown Gym.
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BRIANNA MURPHY
photographer
bmurphy14@winona.edu

Gathje, Bauman and Bambenek scored 16 each.
Bambenek dealt with foul trouble during the
game, but managed to stay effective.
He said, “When I got in foul trouble I thought
I might lose the flow and feel of the game, but
I still stuck a couple of big shots late which is
always nice to do.”
Eisner was happy with the way the offense
played.
“Anytime you have balance you’re harder to
guard. I thought we did a nice job of sharing the
basketball,” Eisner said. “We had 19 assists and
nine turnovers. Anytime you’re getting 19 assists
on 30 baskets you’re doing a good job offensively.”
Bauman, who has been dealing with an ankle
injury, played some of his best basketball since
early December, scoring 17 points against Minot
State, followed by 16 against the University of
Mary. Eisner said Bauman gives the team another
dimension to go along with fellow big-man Gathje, who has become one of the most consistent
scorers this season.
“It’s great to have Kyle back playing how we’re
all used to Kyle playing. He’s as healthy as he’s
going to be this season,” Eisner said.
The Warriors are now 10-10 and will look to
keep the momentum going forward into the final
six games of the season.
“We needed these wins. We’ve been struggling,
but we’ve been right there,” Bambenek said. “We
know we’re getting better and finally getting back
in the win column. It’s the last month of the year
now, so hopefully we can get some wins and then
see what happens in the post season.”
Next weekend, Winona State takes on Minnesota State University Moorhead and Northern
State University in Aberdeen, S.D., two of the
better teams in the conference with records of
18-4 and 16-6, respectively.
“This is the time of year where the teams that
keep playing are the teams that get hot—we have
to try to get hot,” Eisner said, “We have a heck
of a road trip next week; we’re going to have our
hands full.”
The Winona State Warriors are currently in
sixth place in the NSIC-South with a conference
record of 7-9.

ADAM KIRK
sports reporter
akirk13@winona.edu

Junior guard Corey Jeffs shoots a free throw in overtime during Friday’s game.
The Warriors defeated the Minot State Beavers at home 84-82 to break Winona
State’s three-game losing streak.

BRIANNA MURPHY
photographer
bmurphy14@winona.edu
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Scholarships, continued from page 7.
“We recently changed the online application
process, so that may be part of the reason there
were so many scholarships not given out,” Jonsgaard said.
However, for the students who apply, whether
they receive scholarships or not, can influence
their chances of receiving an education.
“For a majority, if it weren’t for these scholarships they receive, [some students] would not
be able to attend school,” Jonsgaard said. “This
shows that it is critical to spend time on the applications and fully complete them. Give time to
tell your story to the committee.”
Nicholas Oeltjen, a senior at Winona State, is
one of the many students that has benefited from
the Foundation’s funds.
“Receiving these scholarships has been extremely helpful in helping me zero out the debt
that I have already incurred,” Oeltjen said. “I
lived on campus my first two years [at Winona
State]. I’m now living off-campus, and thanks to
the scholarships I have been able to pay my bills

without having to take out many loans.”
Oeltjen first heard about the Winona State
Foundation Scholarships through his fiancé, who
attended Winona State, and decided to apply for
them.
“I apply for as many as I can,” Oeltjen said.
“This semester I have applied for 50. I have an
entire spreadsheet of ones I have applied for.”
Alison Bettin, a non-traditional senior who is
on track to graduate in Dec. 2017, is in the same
boat.
“I have a family and a child, along with taking
classes. I don’t have time for a full-time job,” Bettin said. “I’ve been able to afford to become a fulltime student with help from the scholarships.”
Bettin heard about the Foundation through
both email and Winona State’s student parent
coordinator. Jonsgaard said how the coordinator would keep reminding Bettin to apply for as
many scholarships as possible.
“I’ve applied for a lot of scholarships this
semester—around 70,” Bettin said. “I’m a dou-

ble major studying in two different colleges,
the College of Science and Engineering and the
College of Liberal Arts, which opens up more
possibilities for scholarships compared to average
students.”
Bettin attended culinary school in her early
20s, and still has loans to pay off.
“You need all the help you can get when going
through school. Being able to go now and not
add to my current debt is pretty important,” she
said.
Bettin received seven scholarships this past
year; three the year before and one the year before that.
“Apply for everything you can,” Bettin advised.
“Every bit can help.”

Missouri, Iowa, Kansas and Nebraska,” Williams
said.
THAD brought a scene from “As You Like It”
to the festival, and was nominated by an outside
respondent because it was outstanding, according
to Williams.
“It is truly an honor when a scene is nominated
out of the three hundred productions within the
region who are also in contention,” Williams said.
They performed the scene on Monday night on
the main stage of the Des Moines Civic Center, a

massive theatre with seating for over 2,000 people. There were well over 500 audience members,
Anderson said.
“It was a great week, with a really strong showing for WSU. Everyone worked hard, and had a
lot of fun and I was proud to be a part of it all.
It was my fourth and final ACTF and I couldn’t
have asked for a better year,” Anderson said.

ZACH BAILEY
features editor
zsbailey14@winona.edu

THAD, continued from page 8.
THAD also attends KCACTF to experience
workshops, see productions from other schools
and to audition for professional theatres in acting
and also tech and design, Williams said. The days
are packed full, with a typical day starting at 8
a.m. and ending at midnight.
“The festival is highly educational and also
a chance to see the work of other students and
faculty from the schools in the KCACTF Region
V. Our region includes colleges and universities
form Minnesota, North Dakota, South Dakota,
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Year in review: 2017 Academy Award Predictions

I

t’s that time of year again: awards season. We’re
coming up on the end of it with the Screen
Actors Guild Awards having just aired last week,
but that still leaves the big one, The Academy
Awards, airing on February 26. This year, the Oscars are surprisingly hard to call, with a plethora
of amazing works all around. While there were
a few snubs here and there, Amy Adams for her
performance in “Arrival” and “Deadpool” for a
Best Picture nod, the field is packed with competition. As difficult as it is, here are my predictions
for this year’s Academy Award winners.

Best Picture - “La La Land”
We’ll start with the big one, and one of the
biggest competitions of the night. “La La Land”
is heading into the show with an impressive
amount of wins this season, not to mention a
record breaking 14 nominations, so it’s the closest
thing to a front-runner we have this year. That
said, “Moonlight” is coming off of a much-hailed
win at the Golden Globes last month, so an upset
is more than plausible. That said, I’m going to
give the edge to “La La Land,” though “Moonlight” deserves to take this prize home (and I
would love for the Academy to prove me wrong
by voting in favor of “Moonlight”).
Best Actor - Denzel Washington (“Fences”)
To be honest, my prediction here flipped last
week after the SAG Awards. Casey Affleck had
been on a roll until that point, cleaning house
in almost every show for his breakout performance in “Manchester by the Sea.” Yet, at the
SAG Awards, which is almost always an indicator
of the Oscar results, Denzel Washington made
the upset of the year by breaking Affleck’s win-

ning streak with his self-directed performance in
“Fences.” Both Washington and Viola Davis won
Tony awards for their performances in the play
of the same name, so seeing them both return to
the roles is a surefire way to make it frontrunner
status.

Oscar Predictions
Animated Feature: “Kubo and the Two Strings”
Cinematography: “Silence”
Costume Design: “La La Land”
Documentary (Feature): “13th”
Documentary (Short): “The White Helmets”
Film Editing: “La La Land”
Foreign Language Film: “The Salesman”
Makeup and Hairstyling: “Suicide Squad”
Music (Original Score): “La La Land”
Music (Original Song): “Audition (The Fools Who Dream)”
from “La La Land”
Production Design: “La La Land”
Short Film (Animated): “Piper”
Short Film (Live Action): “Silent Nights”
Sound Editing: “Hacksaw Ridge”
Sound Mixing: “Hacksaw Ridge”
Visual Effects: “Kubo and the Two Strings”
Writing (Adapted): “Moonlight”
Writing (Original): “The Lobster”

Best Actress - Isabelle Huppert (“Elle”)
This is another heavily contested award this
year, with a full lineup of talented actresses. The
big two to watch out for are Emma Stone for her
lovely performance as Mia in “La La Land” and
Isabelle Huppert’s emotional tour-de-force in

“Elle.” Stone and Huppert have been sharing the
award spotlight, though Huppert has the edge of
being in a darker film. Drama actors almost always have the upper hand in these categories, so
I’m calling it: Huppert will bring home the Oscar.

Supporting Actor - Mahershala Ali (“Moonlight”)
Mahershala Ali has had an incredible year, with
hailed performances in “House of Cards,” “Luke
Cage” and “Hidden Figures.” His showing as Juan
in “Moonlight” tops everything else in the category, and easily cements his place as the frontrunner. The likelihood of an upset here is minimal.
Supporting Actress - Viola Davis (“Fences”)
I hope Davis is working on her acceptance
speech, because this one is an absolute lock. If
there’s an upset here, I will eat my shoe and film
it.

Directing - Damien Chazelle (“La La Land”)
Just like in the race for Best Picture, the two
big competitors here are Damien Chazelle for
his bright and colorful work on “La La Land”
and Barry Jenkins for his stunning direction on
“Moonlight.” Again, I’m going to give the advantage to Chazelle, following the record-level
nominations for his film, but it could go either
way. One thing is for sure, though: whoever wins
this will gain the edge for top honors, and Jenkins
might just have it in him. It’s too close to call, but
Chazelle has the upper hand.
BY NATHANIEL NELSON
features / news reporter
nlnelson13@winona.edu
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SPORTS
Gymnastics’ high team score tops meet loss

O

n Friday, Jan. 20, the Winona State University women’s gymnastics team traveled to
Oshkosh, Wis. to compete against the University
of Wisconsin-Oshkosh. This meet was the beginning of a streak of consecutive victories for the
Warriors, followed by a meet that achieved the
second highest team score in Warrior program
history.
In Oshkosh, sophomore Alyssa Carroll won the
floor exercise with a score of 9.475. Eboni Jackson received a score of 9.250 on the vault, taking
second. Her all around score of 37.200 earned
her second place all-around. The final score for
the meet was 182.650, beating Oshkosh’s score of
182.175.
“We had some mistakes but it was only the
third meet of the season and we aren’t going to be
perfect at every meet,” Jackson said. “We haven’t
reached our peak yet, but when we do, I think we
will surprise a lot of people.”
Head coach Beckie Rolbiecki agreed the girls
performed well, and said she was pleased with
the cohesiveness of the team.
“After two events, we found ourselves behind
by 7/10ths of a point, and with a young squad
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like this, it would have been really easy to really
self-destruct and fall apart,” Rolbiecki said. “They
stayed together, they stayed competitive, they
got behind each other, and demanded a little bit
more of each other, and so we pulled it out by almost two points. But that being able to rise to the
challenge and not crumble is a really important
thing for me to see, and for the girls to be aware,
that yes you can.”
This “yes you can” attitude carried over into last
week’s competition as well.
On Saturday, Jan. 28 Winona State competed in
a triad meet against Lindenwood University in St.
Charles, Mo. Jackson continued to shine, receiving first place in a three-way tie on beam with a
score of 9.750. Carroll also continued to do well
for the Warriors, scoring a 9.650 on beam and
9.700 on floor.
The team ended up taking third place, but very
nearly set a school record. The team score of
191.75 was the second highest in the program’s
history. The highest score was set last year at the
NCGA Championship with a 191.650.
Jackson said the Warriors are unique in that
half the team are first-years and there are no

seniors.
“I think the freshman are learning how to compete now and they are also looking very good at
practice,” Jackson said.
As a junior, this is her third season competing
for the Warriors. This season Jackson has been
finishing in first place multiple times. However,
the Winona State gymnasts compete as a team, as
Jackson confirmed.
“I’m very excited to watch the team grow as the
season goes on. I want to accomplish making it
to nationals as a team, and have multiple people
compete individually. I want to personally qualify
for nationals as an arounder and hopefully on a
single event as well,” Jackson said.
There is a long way to go before nationals, with
seven meets still standing between the team and
regionals. Regionals will be hosted by Winona
State on March 17.
Next up for the Warriors is a meet in Menomonie, Wis. against the University of Wisconsin-Stout on Friday, Feb. 3.
EMMA CAVANAUGH
sports reporter
ecavanaugh14@winona.edu
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Wazoo and the Winona State University cheer team silently cheer as Josh Mongan lines up for a free throw Friday, Jan. 27 in the McCown Gym. The
men’s basketball team would go on to defeat Minot State University 84-82. The team will take on Minnesota State University Moorhead at 8 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 3 and Northern State University at 6 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 4. Both games are away for the Warriors.
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THIS WEEKEND IN SPORTS

F
Feb. 3

Comment directly on
stories by visiting
The Winonan on Facebook!

S
Feb. 4

Gymnastics at University of Wisconsin-Stout
Time: 6 p.m.
Women’s Basketball at
Minnesota State University Moorhead
Time: 6 p.m.
Men’s Basketball at
Minnesota State University Moorhead
Time: 8 p.m.
Track at Wartburg Select
Place: Waverly, Iowa
Track at Wartburg Select
Place: Waverly, Iowa
Women’s Basketball at Northern State University
Time: 6 p.m.
Men’s Basketball at Northern State University
Time: 8 p.m.

First-year Winona State University student Gabie Doud
reaches for the rebound against Wayne State University
during a game in the McCown Gymnasium on Friday, Jan.
20.
The Warriors would go on to win the game 62-41, but the
following day, the team lost to Augustana University, 63-80.
The Warriors finished on a win streak last weekend, Jan.
27 and 28, defeating Minot State University 69-53 and
University of Mary 65-47 in McCown Gymnasium.
The women’s team is now 18-4 overall and 13-3 in conference
play. They have only lost one game while playing at home.
The Winona State University women’s basketball team will
travel next to Moorhead, Minn. to take on Minnesota State
University Moorhead at 6 p.m. Friday, Feb. 3. The next day
they will take on Northern State University in Aberdeen, S.D.

TAYLOR NYMAN
photo editor
tnyman12@winona.edu
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Left to right: Senior Lance Urbick,
alumni Casey Howe, Gavin Johnson
and Andy Glischinski receive
the Golden Wrench award from
the tech team showdown during
the week-long Kennedy Center
American College Theatre Festival
in Des Moines, Iowa. See page eight
for the full story on the awards
theatre students earned and the
experience the department had at
this invitational.
TAYLOR NYMAN
photo editor
tnyman12@winona.edu
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